e

Py T
Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/02/22 : CIA-RDP80T00246A032000400001-1

.

@ ‘

e e v, TR e L L S Er S T e e e Sy e TR S T e S T

' moCESSING COFY

INFORMATION REPORT INFORMATION REPORT
| CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY

This material contains information aflecting the National Defense of the United States within the ing of the Espt ; ge Laws, Title : )
18, U.8.C. . Secs. 793 and 794, the transmission or revelation of which in any manner to an unauthorized person is prohibifed by law. j
S-E-C-R-E-T-
|
, _ : 25X1 |
COUNTRY USSR (-, . - _ REPORT ‘
SUBJECT 1. Forced Labor Camps in the USSR DATE DISTR. 11 February 1957 ‘
2. Transfer of Prisoners between ' ‘
Camps NO. PAGES 1 ‘
3. Decrees on Release from Forced‘ REQUIREMENT J
Labor NO. RD i
k., Attitude of Soviet Prison :
DATE OF Officials toward Suspects REFERENCES |
INFO. !
PLACE & - : 25X1
DATE ACQ.

CAILIDAE EVVALIIATIONCS ADE NECINITIVE ADNNAIC AL AP AAMTEMT 16 TEAT A TN IE M t

14 four reports covering various aspects

of forced labor in the USSR from 1945 to 1955. 25X1

2. The titles and contents of the reports are as follows:

a. Forced Labor Camps in the USSR: This six-page report provides detailed !
information on the organization of labor camps and on working and living '
conditions in camps in the area of Bratsk (N 56-02, E 101-40) and Tayshet ‘
(N 55-57, E 98-02) in Irkutsk Oblast. The bulk of this information concerns
Ozerlag, | Other camps described 25X1
in the report are Kraslag near Tayshet, Minlag in the Vorkuta area, and '
Vyatlag near Verkhne-Kamsk in Kirov Oblast.

b. Transfer of Prisoners between Camps: This four-page report is a detailed E
account of the transfer | 25X1

c. Decrees on Release from Forced Labor Camps and Imprcovement of Conditions:
This three-page report provides information on decrees issued from 1953
through the fall of 1955 which affected inmates of forced labor camps.

d. Attitude of Soviet Prison Officials toward Suspects and Sentencing: This
one-page report cites examples of the cynicism evidenced by prison officials
regarding suspects and prison sentences.
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The directorate of the camp is located in Tayshet, The carp 18 ccmposed of gix subsectic
which include 53 settlerents or cclume. The labor camp settlements are scattered along
tre route betwsen Tayshet and Bretske.

. The cemp is headed by the chief of the camp directcrste whc hes the rank of lleutenant

eolonel, colonel, or genersl in the MV« In Ozerlsg the chiefs of the camp directorzte
are periodiczlly chunged; in 1955 the chief was & colonel.

The directorate of the camp is subcrdirsate to GULAG in Moscow. It consizts of the foller
ing sections: the plenning-production section (PPO); the secticn for ccmmissery supplie:
the cultural-education section, rensmec the political section in 1954; the medieal qect*e
(SANO)§ the operetional sectlono

Fach subsection ccntains 'units" which correspond to tte sections of the camp directoratc
such as the eultural-educational unit of tre subsection (KVCh), which was rensmed the pol
iticsl unit in 1954, tre medicel unit, ete. The subsection has a chief disciplinsry
officer (nachalnik rezhima).

The chief of esch labor camp settlerent is subordinate to the chief of tte corresponding
subsection. As a rule, he bas a deputy. The chief disciplinary officer of & labor camp
settlement is subordinate to the clief disciplinary officer of the subsection. The chie:
of the production-planning unit of the settlemeni often is a priscner. The chief of tre
nedicel unit, es well as all the other unit chiefs, are civilians. Tre work superinten-
dent, a civilian, is the deputy to the chief of preduction 6f a labor carmp settlement an:
is celled "prorab", an abbreviation of his {ull fitle Ypreizvoditel? rabot”. The chief
accountent of a labor cermp settlement s a civilien.

The staff of sll the units of a labor cemrp settlement, with the excepticn of treir heacs
is crosen from the priscners. An excepticn is the planning-procuction unit, the head of
wvhich is often & priscner, since appsrently t!ere were not enough civilien eccncrists.

The chief of & labor camp settlement appoints the priscners to fi11 the posts in these
units, with the approvel of the operstional representative necesssary,
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The nupber of prisoners in cach lgbor carp setilerent was different, ond in Czerlag
ranged’ from €CC to 2,000, The sizc of settlerents in ottrer labor camps ues cifferent;
for exspple, in Vyatlsg in 1946-47 there werc 1,500 to 3,500 prisoners per settlement,
snd in ¥inlag in 1948-4(9 trere were 5,0CC to €,000 rrisoners per settlement.

In 1955 trere were 5C,000 ~ 55,000 prisoners in Ozerlsg. Tre msjority, up tc £0% vere
Soviet citizens, end the remsinder were foreipners. Tre wajority cf tle Soviet citize:
vore kestern Ulruinisns, Estonisns, Letviens, littuanians, Azerbtsidzbznis, Fecsriks, e
There were no mcre than 105 of 2ussian nationality. This is gensrelly true of srecial
labor camps, which contain political priscners. In orcdinery labor cerps the “ussian
predeminate. O:erlag belorged to the cutegory of specirzl lebor carps.

1he 1953 awnesty wes for ordinary cririnels. Approximetely one-half per cent of the
prisoners in Ozerlag were relemsed. Up to 70% of thre priscners in fnjerlag vere re-
lossed. 1hey were relessed in one grand sweep, in aproximately cne week. 'ithin the
next trree months the majority of trem were rcarrested for erimes wrick trer had newly
comritted and retivrned to Angarleg. 25X1

\ |in Ozerlsg, there was no ctanpe in t'e number of priscners in the cary
#)thcuyh priscners were trensferred from cne labor cerp settlerert to &ncther, tre gen-
arel number of vrisoners re-ained sbout the sawve. In exceptior wes tte turning over o
the 2nd subsection to #npurlsg in November 1954. iprroxirstely 4,000 invelids, settle
wents €37, 033, 031, end 046, were trensferred to ingerleg.

The prisoners were ewplcyed in tirber explcitaticn (lesopevel), et the sewrill, and in
roter vehicle repair worlk svops, ete. Theyprincipallr verked st tirber exploitstion
end work connected with it. 411 the sewrills werled eround the elock in tvo ten-tour
shifts. There wes 2 nipght trigsde anc s day trigsde. %hcse whose serte-ce was 75 yes
we: @ not permitted to werk on the night shift during the summer since tre authcrities
fesred esCcUpPBsS. 25X1

Two hundred of the 60C ren in| €43, were invelids. Trere vere a total
of 13 non-werking irvalids. The remainder were working irvelids, who werved vwithout
norms and were peid according to output. In sddition, there were i-velics vho worked
on cemp weintensnce. Approximstely 4CO persons verved seccording to norms. They were
divided into brigsdes, the largest of wrich were the sawmill rrigades, the 12th and
13th, wl'ich eontasined 10O persons eech. The produvction norms vere in acccrdence with
the M1-Union seale and were tha seme as for free werkers. The free vorkers' norms
wera calculated for oight working hows. The daily norms fer tle oriscners, who worke:
ten hours, were raised propertionately. In 1954 an eight hour verking day vas intro-
duced for the prisoners also.

There were about 50 persons in the timber exploitstion Wrirede, about 3C perscns in th:
timber beuling (trelevochnays) bripede, 2C in thre stacking (srtsbelevochnaya) trigade,
etc.

Ordinarily the norms were overfulfilled, but rairly on paper. Esch brigsde leader
would record for his trigsde more output than Lad sctually been produced. All, frcm
the eutharities to the priscners, were anxicus to overfulfill the plan, snd conseguent’
the authorities paid little heed to tre accuracy of output records.

Trerc were four towers st settlement C43. During the da: trere were semtries on only
two of the towers, cisgonelly opposite eesch other, enc at night there vere santiries on
@11 of the towers. In addition, there was @ watctran (rontroler) on guerd at tle gate:
who controlled edritturce through the getes, and the chief of tke guurd (versvia). The
sentries on the towers chenged every two hours, buil were on duty (nesut naryed) 24 rou:
the rest of the time they were in the guard installation. At night crained dogs ren
sround the barbed wire.
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The guard force (korvey) both guarded the camp and escorted the priscners to work,
There wero 100 perscns on the pusrd force of settlement C43. R large brifsde wes
escorted te work by six porsons and one man with a dog.

The uniforﬁ of the gusrds (ronvoiry) was the militsry umiform of the VGB troops: a
blus eap, with a red band, snd red shoulcer boards and buttonhcles. 1The cclor of the
uniform was khaki. The gusrds were ermed either with submeckine guns or rifles,

The colurns were escorted in the following renner: twe guards in {ront, two be! ind,
one cf whom was tte heed of the gudrd, and one on esch side. The guard with the dog
followed the ecolumn.

Before tre column‘of prisoners left, tre head of the gusrd weuld meet them at the gate
of the cump and warn them: "[Ie sure to po by fives, go arm in arr, carry out sll law-
ful orders of the guerd, do not leave the farmstion. A step to the right or s step to
the left will be considered an escape ettempt and weapons will be used without warning !
The word "without" ws:s emchatically shouted,

Until 1953 the gusrds’® treatment of the priscners was invsriably rude snd hostile, Af!
Beriya's exegulicn tle asttitude of the guards sltered sharply. The gusrds escorting t!
prisoners often would strike up a convers&tion and chat with tte prisoners, and tried
to maintain an almost friendly relstionship. Fror tRBet iime on the yrlsoners often
went o8 far us to be rude to the guvards: MOh, you Bériys®s dogs! " The criminals wou
shout: "Wait until the Americens come - we’ll hang you all!l! ®

Until 1952 if & gusrd prevented a -riscner's escspe, te received a rmenth’s lesve and
3C0 rubles. As g result it froquently haprened thst a guard vomld kill a nrisoner for
teking one step beyond the bcundary of the sapreinaye sona, at vork, for exampls, and
then receive 3CC rubles and leave. Im 1952 this policy of giving leeve snd money was
abolished, and immediztely "escuape egttenpts" ressed. )

The following were civilisn members of the sdwinistration of the settlement: tle chis:
of the settlerent, the deputy chief, the work superintendent, the senjor accountant,
the chief of the medicel unit, who wus a doctor or & dector's essistant, the chief of
the unit for commisssry supplies, the chief disciplinery officer, the operaticnal rep-
resentative, tre chief of the speecial unit, scmetimes the chief of the planning-produc
tion unit, the instructor of the politicsl section, forrerly inspecter of the cultural-
education unit, end tte foreman (nerysdchik) in clarge of the storehouse, & totsl of
12-13 persons. Tke position of foreman was & fictiticus one, for which sorecre raceiv:
roney. In actuulity the foremsn wes one of the prisomers vho wes cernected with tle
chief of the special unit end with the operaetionel representative., le was, in effect,
the mest influentiel prisoner in thte cump.

About 100 persons from settlement 043 werked vithin tle camp &8 tuilors, shoerelers,
blecksmiths, joiners, cooks, laundresses, orderlies, etec.

The barracks in settlerent C43, as was customury in tre other settlererts of Czerlag,
were made of logg plastered on the inside end sometires on the cutside. The barracks
vere one story high, sbout five or six w wide, snd about 40 m long. Ususlly esch bar-
rack wes divided into two sections, esch iraccessible to the other and esch with one
entrance. Fach section head o washroom and ususlly & drving rcom (sushilka). Trere
vere two brick stoves in each section. 4 section wss b .11t to eccemodete 5C perscns,
but in setuslity often conteined up to "0 persons. The priscners slept on what were
called "vagonki", double-decker nooden structures; tuo prisoners slept on top anc tweo
on bottom, .
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Until 1952 the "gusrenteed ration® uss distributed to each priacmer, rogpsrdles: of
uhsther or not he bhad fulfilled the norm. It consisted cf 122 grews of grosts, 10
sroms of floxr, 20 grams of supar, 75 grems of fish, 10 grers of screothing rade of
flouwr, such as maceroni, SCC grarrs cf potutoes and vesetsbles, 15 rers of fats, M
grams of a coffee substitute, 1.3 grams of temato ssuce, 45 frans of reat, snd €50
groms of bread. From this the following weals were derived: breakfust - 700 greme
of soup and 200 ce of lfaahw dinner ~ 700 cc of scup end 2CC grows of breed; supper
700 ec of soup &nd 200 ec of keshe. In the evening a povrticn of f£ish and 200 grams
of bread vere hended out. All tlese food rreducts were of extremel: low quslity. In
addition, it wes permitted to substitute scme yroducts for otters; for example, fish
could be substituted for rest, caggege for potatoes, ete.

Those rriscners who fulfilled over 100% of ithe ncrm were given s supplementary ration.
fhere were several grades, gaech including 100 grers of bread, ZC0 cc cf Yeshks, end 5
sromg of sugar more than the next lowest one.

Beginning with March 1952 the carp vas put onm g bisis of eceno-ic eccountsbility
(xhozrashet), 1.e. the prisoners vere paid for treir work om tte busis of a reduced
rate of output (po vyrsbotke po ponizhenncy terifncy setke). The quantity of food
was incressed: everyone wsg given da3ly an edditiensl 8CC grars ef brescd, 130 prems
of grosts, 10 prams cf 'lour products, 3C grsrs of fat, 27 grers of super, 3 grems of
tomato puree, 35C grams of potatoes, 5CC grems cf vegetables, /5 grers of meat, and
up to 90 grems of fish. The food improved, but the preetice of substituting scre pre-
ducts for others rerained. M-reover, trere zlwavs was en insdequeie amcunt of preen
vegetubles &nd the prisoners sll suffered from scurvy.

Stores (ler'ki) where food &sné tobacco cculé be brught were opened at ‘le setilements.
One cculd always buy bread at these stores, but the supply of other roducts vas poor.
Theré were expensive products, too exrensive for tle priscners to buy, but rsrely
chesp woducts.

In the summer of 1955 the norms for fcoé raticns were agein changed, The old norms
vare retained only for these who werked at bezsic enterprises such as forest exploit-
ation, the sswmill, the motor vehicle repair work shops, ete. 411 invalifs snd pri-
soners engaged in subeidiary work begsn to receive less: €5C grame of breed, 13.5
grems of supur, 12 prems of fet.

At settlement €43, es in &1l other settlerents, ttere wss one storehouse both for the
uriscners snd the garriso:. The stererouse building wes 15 x 20 m large. It usually
contained a week’s supply of food products. The food products were brought fror the
cantrsl warshouses of the Direciorste or the subsection, In 1957 the rroductis vere
brought to the storehouse by motor vehicles. Fcrmerly ttey hed been brought by herses
and still earlier, prior to 1950, the carts bearing the products were drswn by men.
Supplies fcr approximately 7 - 1C duys were brought at ¢re ti-e. Ineréitlon, there
vas a vegetable storohcuse at the settlement which wss f£illed with potatoes and other
vegetables in thre fall after harvest. Ususlly the vegetsbles did not last until the
next hurvest. ‘

The storehouse and also the vegetable storeiouse were located in the warking zcne,
vhere tre shoe repair shops, cerpenter work ghops and swithies vere. This zone was
separate from the living quarters zone. The storahouse gnd the vegetzble storehouse
vere not guerded other then by tre generzl guerd force from the tovers.

The vegetables and the potatoes came from a sovihog vhich belonged tu the eeirp divect-
or » The laber in thile sovkhos was also supplied by prisoners, ususlly wemen. The

sovkhoz 's hervest wgs usually gathered late, and the produee reached tre storelouses
partially frosen, and quickly spoiled.
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« in pddition, the sottlemenis t! emselves would often plont small versiable plots.
Subsequently the settlerents maintuined their own pigsties, but the pest from trem
vas included in the norrs. There were often intcrruptions in the supply rreduce.
Tn such cases the following was done: if trere wes millet in the stoarebouses, the
prisoners were given porridge made out of it for trrae months. If o supply of peas
was brought in, they ate peas for tlree wentha. .

W
o~

%6. The eernings of the prisoners were celculated on the bssis of & reduced USSR scale
of narms (po ponizhennym tarifnym normem SSSR).

36. Faeh enterprise vhere the prisoners worked paid the money esrned by the prisoners to
the csmp. The carp deducted 60% of each [risoner‘’s esrnings for the upkeep of the
camp. More was deducted from the remeining 40% as tho upkeep of tha prisoner himself,
i.e, for lodging, food, clothing, pnd services such as 1ight, hesting, beth, terber,
otc. The remaining money wee given to the prisoner. For exsmpla: & locksmith (slesa
in e motor vehicle repair shop earned 1,000 rubles & menth., 1The camp Ceducted €00
rubles for the upkeep cf the cemp. About 1CC rubles of the remaining 400 rubles was
deducted for food, 75 rubles for clothing, sbout 5C rubles for everything clse, such
ss lodging, bath, berber, etc. He was piven the remaining money. This was typical of
2 worker vho was a specislist. The other workers received an avérasge of 30-4C rubles
a month,

37. ‘Those who wers employed in ecconomic services, such as shoemskers, barbers, etc., and
slso prisoners uho worked in the administretion, wers given a salary of 35 to 100 rabl:
a2 month.,

[

25X1

38, Invalids who did production verk were paid secording to their cutput. Hewever, only
50% was deducted from their earnings.

39. The emount of esrnings depended on the profession and on the degres of fulfiliment of
the ncrms, if there were norms for that perticvler type of work.

4C. In addition, for overfulfillment of the nerm there were the so-celled *2achety” {pey-
rents). For overfulfilling the norm by 105%, cne day of the sentence wes counted as 25X1
two. | -
. / Those, sach es cooks, tailers, etc., vwho performed
work for which there were no morms, were given this type of compemsstior in accerdance
with the evaluation of their works if the evelustion wes good, one cay of t!eir aen-
tenee counted for two; if the evsluation was excellent, one dey counted for 2! or 3,
depending on their duties.

4l. Once a month, at & meeting, the chief of the srecial unit announced to the rriscners
how meny "zachety" each hed. The prisoners were not sllowed to lesve the csmp une
guarded only within the work sree and to work and back. If a priscner comrunicated
with & free man, both were punished.

4Z2. In the neighbering villsges there wers many farmer priscners who, after their relezse,
did not have tte right to go to othker arces of the country. | \

e — —

25X1
43 s\ \

|

bk o khe populetion was bostile
toward the pgusrds (okfranniki). When the colunn wouta pass through a populated point,
as at & ststion, the inhebitants woulc try to slip cigerettes and other items to the
prisoners. They would reply to the guards' protests by saying "Shut up, dogs of Berly:
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crempred only aftér Boriye's exeewfc“, ginee esrlier the pucple feared
mlw; wouléd he put in pmson for cnires ssing Bympethy towards tha.prie

Heouevary i :
that ‘bha:,
Boners,

Longd distance (rensports were mede in railroed freig}:t cers. Three-detker planl:»beds
vere inBtailed in the csre, as well ss a harvel with vater, and & stove, I7 it wes
winter. ihe eor wag illuwhinated frem above by twe ecare:hlsp’hm, ond sentrics sicod
cm the wooden pletform atiached hotveen cars,

I the m*w«;-w 5 ums gwall, the prisoners wero treneported ip stolypin cers with barves
windowe, * lach boupsriment was locked by & door.wdtb bars, and a sentry (nadziratel? -
chasovoy} was pested in e corridor, I}p to 30 porzens vere crouded inte a coppart-
ment for 13 pm:eo;:s. This wes forbidden efter 1953 and no more thaw the ncim of 13
persorg wea pub in a2 compariment, ' in resent yem" politiced o rdinery crininnle vere
seperated on the. transporis. . ’

Yystdag, 194647

57,
- -Kirovskaya oblast?!, Keysliy vayon.

48'._

49

The cemp dircetorsie is loeated st statlon lesnays, sbout 30 km from Verkhnekewek,

At that time, tha camp hud 20 subcsnpe and about 50,000 nriseners, | . 25X1
E ]9‘%, the pusber of pwisoners in ma csrp increased to

70 0o o 75 (‘00.

The prisoners worked ch -timber expleitation and on construction of the Verthne-Kemek
Kotlas railroad, | | 1 25X1

 Kraslas, swuer of 1955

50.

51.

53.

The directcrate of the kragncyerskiy corrective lebor camp is locaied in Asshety, a
station on thé main Trams-Siberian rail line, which 1ied elwost ou the bordor hetween
froseoyzrskiy Lray smd Irkuiskeys oblagti', sbout 80-100 lm frowm Teyshet. The camp is.
divided inito 24 sactions, and oach sestien iz diwided into L or 5 subcamps. Deeh gub-
camp hes betueewr 600 and 1,500, prigoners. The totsl number of prisoners in the cewp
is near 100,000.

The prisonove of Subesmp {lespunkfb)'l\‘b. 5, sowme 1,500 individuele, work in vechanical

werk shops, lovomeiive repair shobs, and at the saw mill. The msjority of the priscn-
ers work on timbicr explc‘itat:on, which 3s the main ccoupsticn of the Krasnov arskiy

-cbmp.

The major ity of the prisoners, 95% of whom are fomer eriminels, 3= Russien, the rest
i5 made up of verious neticnelitles of the Soviet Uniong

R;ahety stuiion hes sm airpert, wrieh sonds out swall planss io wetch out for ferost
fros .. ,

¥ipleg, 1948249

54 e

37,

The esmp is locar.¢ some twelve km from Inte Station, whieh iz about 300 ke scuth of
Yortuta, gud its soniniciwvetion is in Inta proper. :

At the tire, the camp bad 7 subcemps, each subeanp had between 5,000 u.ﬁ 750G prison-
ayrs, wherens the uotal in the eawp ves approxfmetely 45,000 iwd:&vlduala. ’

Betuoam 1942 aad 1954, Finler wan & apeciel eawmp for political prisoners yho were work-
ing chiefly im coal mives. 7The ligleg coal is poorer in‘quality then the eoal eroung
Vorkutn, sod is used cchiefly far heating purposss. .

The conp hss alse & section in fbes vhecre the dnvalida of the cenp weave beshots, mak@
choedg a2 igvres, domifio aquercs, alc,
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maian of Proionie Butusm Gop$iOHT | \

o /4 y 25X1
Y. svally, seversl wecks befcre a iranafer © prisoners from cné labor conp to anvther
took pluee, rumers would stert to run through ths cimp thet a traonler ves ivminsnt.
“ha compilation of lizts would begin in tho apselel section, mnd this covld not be
k soYre
opt gecret. 25X1
26
3. vers to

ely 18 dugust lists
1 that of tha approexim:
i to cucgh of the follouing colwin, all

of thesoe included

1w 200 invelids

e

be trensferred to oncther colum,
in the transpert were poesied, snd it wu:
on the column, sbout 70 were to ke iv
located neor Sesnovka: 033, 037, 046,

Z. The risoners who had teo loave were relsaszed from work and turned fa ¢31 the zrticles
in their possession which belenged to the cermp, such s thedr maitreszzes, pilliows,
blankets, sheets, quilted iackots., At the seme tire tho zeceounting office scttled
the accounts of the priscners, whe had to aign a stetemeat that thgr hod pe financisal
or other clains on the ecamp.

5o  ‘The departurc did notv toke plece until 19 September since it wns uet until then that
railroad cers were supplied, snd from the time thyy turned dn their Lolengings until

that date, approximately = monith, the prisonevs siept on bara bosriz,
6. On 19 September, 211 those who were te lesve on the trenzport uere ordered to go to
the working srea, wherc a fairly superiiciel cesrch wes rade of beth their persons
’
end tholr belongings. FNothing was tsken sway from aenyene.

7. The naryadchik (officer in charge of work assignments), reeding from his list, ordered
the prisonars to go to the putes. Five persons were let through the petes at a time,
and after going throuwgh they f2ll into formation, with five pesrsons to ¢ row., Then
the guards who were to be thelr escort took charge. They conducted anothee search of
the priscners and thelr belongings, making surc that the priscners a6 no knives, watsl
spoons, or other metsl objects wrich cculd be made into weaspons. lien tle priscners
vere transferred from one subcamp to snother these searches vere usuelly superficisl,
and were mainly regsrded es a necessary formelity.
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After the prisonars had been teken out of the cerp, open trucks wers zupplied and 25
psrsons were put on esch truck. Between the driver's csbip and the rest of e truck
ves placed a wocden, tresst-high shield. Therc wes a space of 75 cm Letweon the cabin
and the shield. In this spaoe vere two or thres guerds with submschine guiis or ear-
bined, Thq priscners had to sit om the floor of the truck with their backs to the
gugrds, In this manner the priscners were tsken to the place vhere thay vere to en-
triain, the st'ntiqn vhere the new cityof Redishchev wse beimg constructed, about thres
km from column C43. There the prisoners were put in three railroud csrs, with about
70 psrsons in each car. These vere two-axle fredight cers, equipped for the prisoners:
transportation. They had triple.decksr woeden plank-beds, o barrel of water, and &
stove mede out of sheet-iron which was not needed in this case because it vas wsim put-
side, Betveen ihe cars were platforms made of boards for the guards. Three srall vood:
on boards were plgoed over the smell window ir the car in such & menner that it was
poseible to see out of the car, but neither one's hesd nor ome's arm could be stuck
throughe At the and of the roof of esch car were two sgurchlighta far il3urineting
the cor et night from outside,

At 1000 or 1100 hours the priscners vere put on the cars. at about 1900 hours the
cars set out, heving been attached te & freight train. Until that tire thoy had hed
no engine.

Bsfore leeving the camp the [riscners were given their solid food rations for 24 howrs:

‘2,100 grams of tread, 3C grsms of sugar, end 150 grars of salted herring, which the

prisoners ordinerily wonld not tske.

In addition to the guards on the platform, thers were other fuards in & speciel car,
uhich vus also & freipht car, There vere two guerds on each of the platforms between
the cars. There wero & tots) of 2C guards. 7he chief of the escorti guaxrds was an MYD
lieytenarit, -

After traveling spproximately 130 lkm, the train arrived at Sosncvks Ststicn at about
0700 hours. There the -risoners were put off, and were met by the officisls of the
nev subcsmps. They were counted, their belongimgs were loaded onto carts, end, with
a gusrd eacort, they set off in formation on foot in the direction of tre subcamps.
Very old end very sick ren vere put on cart together with the prisoners' belongings.
25X1

‘& column of about 70 men. .The new guard force which escorted them,

which ves not the sume as the one thet accompenied the transport, eonsisted of 12 wmen

with a shepherd dog. The distsnce froem the staticn to subcerp 037 vas one-half kilo-
noter.

Upon arrivel at the new subcamp, the prisonars were taken to tre bsth rouse, where
the subeamp guerds (nadziretel:ls conducted & seurch of their belonfings. Tren tte
priscners were asked to turn in at the store room all their belongings which they did
not need every day. At the store reom they were given a receipt for ite articles they
turned im, on which the valusble erticles such as high boots, suits, etc., were apec-
lelly mentioned with reference to quelity: deather shoes, woolen jacket, ete.

Wkile they were at the bath house tre "sanitary processing" took plase, including in-
spection for lice, boiling of underwesr to disinfect it, ané shaving of body hair.
Begiming in 1953, the hsir on the priscner's hesd was nct shaved if he dig not want
it tobe, After the beth, tre locel physieisns subjected the priscners to & medical
examination to determine their work capacity. Then the narysdchik essigned the rri-
soners to brigudes im accordance with their work capacity, bedclothes were distributed,
end the prisoners were assigned to barracks. '
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1Stolypin® cars ere usually attached to passenger-meil traims. They are rovted on
the mein Trans-Siberien reil lines ss follows: Kresnoysrsk - Hovosibirsk end beck;
Novosibirask - Sverdlovsk; Sverdlcvsk - Chelysbinsk; Sverclowsk . lescow; Sverdlovsk -
Kirov; Kirov - Lepingrad; Kirov - Noseow. They are routed furtrer on other ra’lroad
iines as follows: Moscow - Fher'kev; Ker'kov - Rostov; Khsr'kov -~ Kiev; Kiev -
L'vov; Moscou ~ Mimsk; Minsk - LSvov; Moscor - leningrad; Foscow — Kuybyshev; Kuyby-
shev - Chelyabinsk, etec., Usuelly a "Stolypin" cer travels in one direction about
three ays.

Befare leaving the trunsit priscn, e rrisoner is given solic fooc pations for tiree
dsys. If the transfer vas offected in lsrge transrorts over a iony distance, there
vas & kitehen on every train (eshelon) snd the prisoners were fed sn route.
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1. In the spring of 1954 the Presidium of the Supreme Scviet issued decrees on release be-
fore the appoi-ted.time, on the relesse of invulids, on the reducing of the sentences
of prisocners wh» had performed well st work snd who red not violsted ihe camp regula-
tions, and on the releasse of minors.

» These decrees were not published in the Soviet press. The representatives of the polit-
ical section of the camp directorate who came to the camp did not resd these decrees to
the prisoners, but explained them to them. They errenged for mestings of the prisoners
at the subcamps and announced that the policy of the FParty and the Covarnment in re-
lation to the prisoners had beep reecognized as incorrect snd changeds the bsrs were
removed from the barracks windows, the barrgcks were not locked at night, the numbers
vere removed from the prisoners® clothes, eesier work condiiions were estsblished for
invalids, and penalty rations for failure to go to work were abolished., It was slso
announced that in sccordance with the new decrees the prisoners would be able to reduce
their sentence in the cemp. In spite of the explanstions, no one, ineinding the authori.
ties, knew hov these new decrees would be put into practice. The priscners learned the -
exact contents of the decrees at approximastely the end of 195 or the beginning of 1955.
Until then each chiéf interpreted them in his own way. )

— N

3. At the end of 1953 tho prisonors were informed that the Specisl Couneil, the so-eulled

"troyka" (three) wiich sentenced the sccused in their asbsence and without o trisl, hed

beon dissolved. It had been scknowledged uncenstitutional, and all cases upon whieh it
had acted would be reviewed. )

Farly release

4o According to a cecree, those priscners who had a2 record of high work productivity end
vho hed not broken the camp regulations would be elegible fer early release after com-
plotion of two-thirds of their sentence. Their cases would be exemined by a visiting
court, and in accordence with the court's decisicn, a given prisoner could be ;ranted
an eerly release.s If; subsequent toc his relesse, during what would have bosn the re-
rainder of the sentence, he commits another crime, the unserved portion of the sentence
would be added to the new sentence. Prisoners released in this menner were sent to
settlements (na poseleniye) where they were required to appesr at the MVD special komenc.
ature for registration,
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The releuse of dissbled prisonerg

3. According to decree, the cemp sutharities coulc consider dissbled nrisonars for relesse
after a medicel commission hed established treir tetel inab3lity to votk. Their cases
were iben examined by a visiting cowrt, scccrding to whose decision they might be re-
leased, ‘

Reduction of ggntence

6o Cn reccmnané;ation of the camp suthorities, & prisoner's semtence cculd bo reduced by a
court decision, as & reqard for good work and good conduct.

Releuse of winors

7. A minor is a person who, at the time he commitied e erime, was not yei 18€ yesrs old.
lhey were to be relezsed by courts.

Light _regime cempo

€. In accordence with the decree, three types of camps were created: strict regime cerps
whare those prisoners who did noi show any signs of correetion were sent; normal regime
carps which employed the ssme digcipline as the camps existing in 1954-5%, end 1light
regime carps to which were sent those prisonars considered eligible as & result of their
work ené¢ conduct. There were no gusrd towers in light regime cemps, and tlo prisoners
went to work end worked ungusrded. A nedziratel’ (supervisor-type gusrd) wes respongiblc
for keeping order in the camp.

9. All the explanations cf the authorities were of no avail, since no ons knew how these
decrees were to be put into effect. At lonpg last it wes explained that the court decres:
were not enqugh for those who hed been convieted under srticle 58, and thst the spproval
of Mescow wes needed §s woll.

)0, T» August ond September 1955 two more deerges were issued. In the August decree it ues
stated that all persons counvicted under srticle 58 who were dissbled or trad reached thei:
sixtieth year vere to be imrediately released, without any ecurt action, with the excep-
tion of those convictsd under the following parsgraphs of that erticle: 1 - tresson, 2 -
arrmed wprising, . e &iding the irternationsl bourgeoisie, 6 - espicnege, and & - terror-
ism. In getuality it meant that all dissbled ;risoners and 60-year-olds who had been
convicted under srticle 58-10-anti-Soviet propegends, vere relessed.

1l. In the September 1955 decree it vas eaid that with the excopticm cf those who had direct.
ly perticipated in pumitive detachments &nd expeditions, all tiose persons who had baen
convicted for collaboration with the occupation fcrces aend who hec served $n German units
and in militery formutions were subject to relesse. They were to be releesed without
court asction. 25X1

12, |in November 1954 the aut crities reccmrended
one persén for pre-term release, and four persons for reduction of sentence. A& rep-
resentative of the political section of Ozerlag who ceme 1o a snboarp meeting, criticized
the eamp authorities for reeccrmrending too fow perscns, and stated thrat other subcamps
hed recommended meny mere for releese., He furtler ststed that they were to relesse or
reduce the sentences of as many prisoners as possible. The earp authorities replied
that the majority of the ;risoners at the subcamp were dissbled and that there woere no
prisoners who had excellent vork records since the main work performed consisted of
raintenance work within ghe camp, The representative answered thet that sttjtuce wes
not correct, end that if & disabled person ¢id not refust to work, snd for example,
heated stoves or sawed wood, he also had the right to be reccmmended for relesse or
reduction of sentence. Upon hesring t'is, Junior Lieutenant 7AXNIN, of ite politicsl
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unit of the subcamp, ssid: "We woul€ recom-eand everyone for relesse with grest
plessure, but we have been hearing telk sbout decrees for s whole year, and we
don't know the meaning of them cr what we ere Bupposed to do. All this has ceused
a lowering of discipline in the eampy and up to now We have not heard of one sase
of release. The prisconers are expecting release from day to day, but no one, either

“in our subcgmp or in the other®, hes beed relessed. Even the representetive of tha

13.

14,

15.

16,

prpsecutcr'a office is wmeble to givé us covpletely clekr explanaticns. For example,
the camp public prosecutor threstened to hold tre autborities ‘of tle subesrps respon-
sible for not heving relessed those who have gerved two-thirds of t*sir sertences.
This indicates thet the public prosecutor himself did not read ttre decres atténtively,
sinee it stated trat court examinution vas requirec, end the carp suthorities did

not have the authority to independently releuse priscners. All this lesds to the
concluajon that though it he= been said that wood bes boen cut in the forest, when
one goes to bring the wood howe it turns ouwt that thare fsn’ uny”.

A couple of days after this meeting, the subcarp administration ssked tre ccumeil
ef the subcamp pktiv, which was composed of prisoners, to recomrend io tre camp adwin-
istretion 15 more persqns for pre-term release snd reduction of sentence.

The results were thet of 19 persons recorrended for relesse snd reduction of sentence
by the subcarp suthorities, the Direclorate of Ozerlag, perritted the review of tre
cases qof & tctal of tiree persons. 1TRe sppliectjcn for the reductien of tte prison-
ers' sentences wes sent by the Directorate to Moscow, but in the trres succeeding
menths, vhile source wae 8till In the subcarp, no snswer from Xoscow arrived. 25X1

c

Once, in 1954, & rerresentutive from GUIAG came to subesmp C37 fror Voscov &nd bepan
giving the priscners explanstions of the regulations and the "payments" (sachety -
campensution given to e prisoner for ovarfulfilling the ncrm by reducing his sentence
a specified number of hours or days). Arong the prisoners was & Corman who had been
sentenced to lifse imprisonment, As a jcke, he asked the representative of GULLGs
"gnd what about zackety in my case -~ I have & 1ife sentence?” The representative,
undisturbed, aniswered: “They sre sti}l tsken into consideration". The rriscners
responded with explosive laughter, but the representetive did not unierstand that he
had said sopething stupid.
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1. In 1945 ‘one of the men arrested | asked the interropetor 25X
during en interrogution in the Lefortovsksya prison why the interrogatior wes screaming
at him, tkat he,’ , wes & suspect not nroven guilty, and therefore did not de-
secve such treatment. 1o this the interrogator replied that any wan walking on the
street was & suspect, but & men who was alreedy in prison was finished.

2. In 1955 at Kraslag, Reshety station, scme ti ieves (bletnyye) were telking to the prison
werden, and told him that one of their friends had been gentenced to five yesrs for an
attempt to leave the USSR. The warden said that that was not possible, the sentence
for escape attempts wes 25 years. But a thief explained to him that, according to the
law, tre sentence should be between 3 and 8 yeers, end his friend got away with 5 years.
To this the werden replied that the thief did not know vwhat he was talking about, be-
cause if the sentence for attempted escape were cnly five years, everybedy in the USSR-
would make ettempts to escape abroad.

3. In 1954 the chief of one of the Ozerlesg subcemps ssked & prisoner about the length of
his term. When he found out that the prisoner had a 25-year sentence, the chief esked
what the priscner's erime was, and wken the prisoner replied that he was not guilty, -
the chief said that that was not possible, innocent persons received ten years, not
250
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